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7 "TO, THE 


ou EpwARD VERNON Eſq; 
— Vice-Admiral oF. the Red, Se. 


x 
rt; 


T 0 the Hon. Epwany VERNON Eſq; 8c 


8 I R, . 16 Max's 1744» 


1 A VE had your original Letters of the 
- 17 and 19 Auguſt, 1741, to General Went. 


worth, compared with the Copies of faid 
Letters, publiſhed about two Months ago, in 
a Pamphlet, intitled, Original Papers relating to 
- the Expedition to the I/land of Cuba; and they 
were found to agree. In theſe Letters, you have 
groſsly abuſed, and greatly injured me, by re- 
preſenting my Conduct to that Gentleman in a 
very falſe and deteſtable Light; the ſevere Ef- 
fects of which J have moſt ſenſibly felt, in many 
nſtances, ſince they were wrote: And now, by 
their being publiſhed, I am expoſed. to all the 
World, in plain terms, as a Robber, a a3 
and a Deceiver. 
I have tried all ways, * ufad all means, 
| could think of, to induce you, firſt to ſatisf 


by A'S pet” 50 


3 
| 
| 


(4) 


yourſelf, from undoubted Evidence and Proofs, | 
that what you have accuſed me of is falſe ; and 
then to acknowledge, as every juſt Man ought 
to do, that you have mjured me without any 
Cauſe : But all my Endeavours to obtain this, 
have hitherto had no Effect. I ſhall now go 

et farther, (which I propoſe ſhall be my laſt 

Effort, to perſuade you to end this Affair in a 
private wayz) and that is, firft, to lay before you 
what has already paſt betwixt us, on this Sub- 
ject; and then the Proofs and Vouchers that 1 
have to adduce to juitify. my own Conduct, and 
invalidate your ill-founded Accuſations. And if 
this cannot prevail with you to comply with my 


Requeſt, to do me the reaſonable Juſtice I re- 


2 Tall publiſh the whole of this Affair, 
rom firſt to laſt, which I believe all Mankind 
will think right, as it is in Vindication of my 
own Character; and leave it to them to judge of 
your Injuſtice and of my Innocence. 

Soon after the above Pamphlet appeared, I 
wrote you the following Lanner. | 


EZ the Hom. EDwarp Vernon 80 


81 R, * | Pons Cafe ul, 2g Mer, 1744s 
AM conſcious to myſelf, that, when, in 
the Meſt- Indies, Director of the Hoſpital for 

the Land- Forces, I never gave you any trouble 
but what the Nature of my Office neceſlarily 
required; and I did not in the leaſt expect, 
that I ſnould have been forced to give you any 
at home. But if it appears, that, by your means, 
my Character and Reputation lie now bleeding 
and unjuſtly expoſed to all the World; and 

that you have at preſent taken from me the moſt 


valuable thing a Man can poſſeſs, and what has 


2 me with Reputation, now near theſe 
40 


(5s) 


40 Years paſt, My good Name; I fay, if theſe 
Facts plainly appear, it will plead my Excuſe 
for troubling you with this. 

When I firſt waited on General Wentworth at 
Cuba, 12 October 1741, he received me in the 
coldeſt Manner before ſeveral Officers of, the 
firſt Rank in the Army; told me, that I had 
diſobeyed his Orders in not coming in the 
Strumbolo Fireſhip ; that he was well informed, 
that my ſtaying after her in Jamaica was to mind 
my own private Affairs in Trade; and that I 
had repreſented to him the Detenfion of the 
Hoſpital Ship Lynn at Jamaica in a falſe Light, 
becauſe ſhe had not been detained there by any 
Officer of the Admiral, or by any Order fram 
him, as I had alledged. I defired he would be 

leaſed to appoint a Court Martial, to enquire 
into the Truth of theſe Accuſations, being then 
ready to diſprove them all, and I hoped he 
would name his falſe Informer. He ſaid, he 
would order a Court as ſoon as it was convenient 
for him, and that he would let me know his In- 
former when he thought fit. After many Ap- 
plications to the General for this Court, 1t was at 
laſt appointed under the Name of a Court of 
Enquiry, conſiſting of General and Field Officers, 
and held four Months thereafter, viz. on the 
16 February following to enquire into the above 

Facts, and my Conduct in Jamaica from iſt 
„ July to 29th September preceeding. By the Re- 
port of this Court, dated 19th February, I was 
honourably acquitted; and the Day following, 
when TI waited on General Wentworth to get an 
authentic Copy of the Report, he was pleaſed 

to ſay to me, in preſence of 8 or 10 Field Offi- 
cers then with him, Sir, I have look*d over the 
* Mag of the Court, and am well pleaſed 
12 ron are acquitted of what 2 — 
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« And as I ſee you inſiſt ſtrongly in your De- 
« fence upon my letting you know my Infor- 
„ mer, I now tel you, before theſe Gentlemen, 
cc that it was Admiral Vernon; and I very well 
<<. remember, when he and I agreed to ſend the 
ce trumbolo for you and the Surgeons, he told 
<<..me, you need not expect Mr. Cathcart will 
come until he hath finiſhed his private Affairs; 
<« for I know he is delivering a great Quantity 
ce of Brandy, that he ſold to the Agents for the 
« Fleet.” My Reply to the General was, 
„ Sir, had you been pleaſed to have told me 
c this when I firſt waited on you at Cuba, my 
< Reputation had not ſuffered ſo much, both 
« in the Army and the Fleet, as it has done 
for theſe four Months paſt ; for then I was 
<< prepared to make the fame Defence I have 
„ now made, and to ſatisfy you, that all the 
<< Brandy I ever ſold the Agents for the Uſe of 
«<< the Fleet, was delivered and paid for, before 
<« you and the Admiral left Jamaica. But as I 
„ am now fully acquitted by the Report of the 
« Court, I ſhall let the Affair remain as it is, 
«becauſe it is probable, you have miſunderſtood 
< the Admiral, who was conſcious to himſelf 
<< that he certified the Bills of Exchange for the 
« Payment of ſaid Brandy before he left Fa- 

< maica.” 5 
I continued, Sir, in the ſame Opinion with 
regard to you ever fince, till lately that a Pam- 
phlet appeared, intitled, Original Papers rela- 
ting to the Expedition to the Iſland of Cuba, 
which ſo much ſurprized me, that I know not 
yet what to think, or how to account for your 
Conduct towards me, who had never done you 
the ſmalleſt Injury. For therein it appears, that 
you have repreſented my Conduct in ſuch a 
Light, formerly to my General, and now to all 
oi a he: 


__ 
the World, that you ſeem determined to ruin me 
in the Opinion of all good Men. For in your 
Letter to him, of the 17th of Auguſt, 1741, as 
per (aid Pamphlet, page 68, you bring this 
heavy Charge againſt me; viz. * I take Mr. 
e Cathcart's Solicitouſneſs about her | that is, to 
ce have the Hoſpital Ship Lynn brought to Cuba] 
& to be in regard to other Merchandize on 
« Board [Brandy] that might not be ſo ſervice- 
« able to the Army; well knowing he has made 
& uſe of his Majeſty's Tranſports for his private 
Service, by my having ſigned Bills of Ex- 
e change for near 70001. for French Brandies by 
« him ſold to the Agent Victuallers for the 
N « Fleet, and delivered from the Transports.“ 
2 This Charge, if true, muſt prove me the worſt 
N of Men; or by it I am repreſented as a vile 

Robber of the Publick of no. leſs than the 

Freight of 220 Tons of the King's Tranſports 

for above twelve Months, which comes to 

more than 3000 J. Sterling. And to whom is 

this Repreſentation made? To my Commander 

in Chief, and in my Abſence, with this cruel = 

Infinuation, that I wanted the Hoſpital Ship at — 

Cuba chiefly, that I might ſell Brandy I had | 

in her to the Army! Now, Sir, if I prove to | 4 

your Satisfaction, 1ſt, That the 7000 J. worth 

of Brandy, which I fold to the Agents for the | i 
| uſe of the Fleet, were not in whole, or in any | 

part, delivered from or out of the Tranſports, | 

| or had ever been in any Tranſports, Store Ships, 

or any other Veſſel or Veſſels in the Pay of the 

Government: 2dly, That there never was one = 

Drop of Brandy on Board the Lynn. Hoſpital © 

Ship, either before or when ſhe went to Cuba, = 
except two ſmall Casks bought at Portſmouth, 
for the uſe of the Hoſpital before our Departure 

from England: I ſay, when theſe two Articles 


are 


„«h„x ET ES 


Ce”. 
are clearly proved, which I undertake to do; 
and when you are fully informed of what I 


have ſuffered, and am ſtill like to ſuffer, from 


theſe and the following unjuſt Repreſentations 
and Infinuations, what an Agony of Mind 
muſt you, or any good Man be in, until you 
have avenged yourſelf of your vile Informers, 
and repaired the Injury you have done to my 
Reputation? | i 5 
In your Letter of the 29 Faly, 1741, to his 
Grace the Duke of Newca/He, you ſay, as per 
ſaid Pamphlet, page 40. Mr. Cathcart, Di- 
«+ rector of the Hoſpital told Capt. Durell, be 
« ſtayed bebind topurchaſe Neceſſaries for the Hoſ- 
„ prital, which he would ſoon be following him 
« with. And in your Letter to General Went- 
worth of the 19 of Auguſt following you ſay, 
* as per ſaid Pamphlet, page 70, — 
«<< yours of the 18th laſt Night, by which I find 
« Mr. Cathcart does not repreſent things truly 
to you: You know, Sir, when 1 found the 
& Army's Medicines and Surgeons were left be- 


. 4. hind, I offered you a Ship [the Strumbolo Capt. 


Durell] to fetch them with Expedition to 
« you; well knowing the Jynn Hoſpital Ship to 
<« be a heavy Ship that could not be depended 
upon to get here in time; and I was not there- 
C fore for having their coming depend on ſuch a 
«« Contingency, as getting a heavy leewardly 
«© Ship up to windward. But I believe, as 

<< we are ſtationed, and my Cruizers poſted, 
«©. Mr. Cathcart and bis Lynn too [ſhe was not 
mine, nor had I the leaſt Concern in her] 
<© might have come, as to any Danger from an 


„ Enemy, with as much ſafety as any Man can 


4 walk from the Royal. Exchange to Weſtminſter, 
and 10 Officer of mine would have given 107 


CH 
& for her] any Impediment, if he could have Men 
& to ſail her as they are chartered to do.“ 

As to what you write his Grace, I am apt td 
think, you have miſunderſtood Capt. Durell, 
Who well knew that the Reaſon of my ſtaying 
behind, was not the want of Neceſſaries for ths 
Hoſpital, but Capt. Davers's not permitting the 
Hoſpital Ship to fail with the Strumbolo. And 
this Fact you was probably informed of by Capt. 
Davers's Letter, of the 15th of Juh, brought 
you by ſaid Capt. Durell. | ER, 

General Wentworth had great reaſon to be 
difpleaſed with me, after having been told, by a 
Perſon of your high Rank and Station in our 
Expedition, in plain terms, that I had miſrepre- 
ſented Facts to him; and that no Officer of yours 
would impede the Hoſpital Ship from coming 
to join the Army at Cuba. I ſhall, Sir, make it 
evidently clear to you, and to all the World; 
that every Particular I repreſented to the Gene- 
ral, relating to the Detenfion of the Hoſpital 
Ship Lynn at Famaica, was put in a true, plain, 
and undefigning Light ; and that in doing of 
this, I had nothing in view but the Good of 
his Majeſty's Service : particularly that Capt, 
Davers, after confidering my two Memorials of 
the 2d and 6th July, 1741, for a whole Week, 
did, on the 13th of that Month, ſend on Board 
the Hoſpital Ship Tynn, then at Port Royal, 
a Seamen, to enable her to fail with the York 

Man of War the next day for Cuba. We were 
prepared, and would have failed, had not the 
Breeze detained both the York and us on the r4th 
and 15th, when the Strumbolo, with your Let- 
ters to Mr. Davers, arrived; upon which he 
immediately took away the eight Seamen, and 

wrote me, that the Hoſpital Ship Hun was, 
Pike 4 B arg by 


(10 

by your poſitive Order, to remain in Port, and 
not to ſtir. He kept her under this Embargo 
from 15 July to 28 Auguſt, notwithſtanding the 
repeated Requeſts of General Guiſe, then Com- 
mander in Chief at Jamaica, and myſelf, to let 
her depart; and then he told me, he had re- 
ceived a Letter from you, in which you had 
given him leave to let her go; but added, that 
he would not aſſiſt her with any Men. And he 
kept his word ſtrictly; for tho? he ſent down 50 
Seamen, to help to mann the other Tranſports 
that failed with us, he would not give one to 
the Lynn Hoſpital Ship; tho? General Gui/e 
wrote him preſſingly upon this Subject, and gave 
ſome weighty Reaſons to induce him to do it. 

If all theſe Matters be proved to your Satif- 
faction, as I have undertaken to do, I am ſure 
you will be ready and. defirous to repreſent me 
ina quite different Light to the World, than I 
am repreſented in the above-cited Pamphlet: 
And as your time may be taken up about Mat- 
ters of great Conſequence, I humbly propoſe, 
that you would defire ſome of your Friends ta 
examin narrowly into the truth of what I have 
advanced in this Letter, and to report as they 
find it. I beg leave to name ſome, whom I be- 
lieve you eſteem, and think fit Perſons to oblige 
both you and me in this Enquiry, viz. Capt.“ , 
, Mr.“ ©, Mr., and Mya f. 
They or any three of them, or any three Gen- 
tlemen, that belonged to either the Fleet or Army 
during the time of our Expedition, that you 
pleaſe to name, ſhall be moſt acceptable to me. 

As the clearing up of this Affair is of the ut- 
moſt Conſequence to me at preſent, and muſt 
do me a real Prejudice, if it ſtands much longer 
as it does; I beg you will not treat it with 


(77) 

Indifference or Delay. And I hope, when you 
have conſidered what I have now wrote, you 
will be pleaſed. to let me know by a ſhort 
Line directed to me at this Place, if what I 
have propoſed in the preceding Paragraph will 
be agreeable to you. I am, c. . 

a JohN CATHCART. 


To this Letter you was not pleaſed to return 
any Anſwer ; and therefore, after waiting near 
a Month, I wrote you the following one, v2. 


To the Honourable EDwaRD VERNON Eg; 


SIR, Forreft's Cofſee-Houſe, Wedneſday 25 April 1744 
1 HAVE waited theſe four Weeks paſt with 
very great Impatience, always expecting you 
would have favoured me with an Anſwer to 
my Letter of the 28 of laſt Month. But your 
delaying it ſo long, gives me good Reaſon to 
apprehend, that you treat what I wrote you 
with Indifference; that you reject the reaſonable 
Propoſal I made you in my ſaid Letter; and 
that you will be at no pains to repair the great 
Injury you have done my Reputation, by expo- 
ſing me on the Credit of falſe Information, as a 
Villain, and a Lyar to all the World. WE 
If this is your determined Reſolution, it will 
force me, much againſt my Inclination, to pub- 
liſh an ample Refutation of all the Facts, c. 
you have charged me with, and alledged againſt 
me; in doing of which, many authentic Let- 
ters, Memorials, Affidavits and Abſtracts muſt 
appear, which may give ſome Perſons pleaſure ; 
for the beſt of Men, you know, in a publick 
Station, as you have been, are not without their 
Enemies. But I aſſure you, it will give me in 
Sh | B 2 parti- 
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particular, and many of your Well-wiſhers, & 
moſt ſenſible Pain. Let me therefore intreat 
you, in order to end this Affair amicably, ta 
chuſe the Method I propoſed to you in my for- PH 
mer Letter. od 


I have eee my 8 only an. 


Mr. *, your Fellow- Member in the Houſe of 
Commons, who tells me, that he has ſpoke to 
Mr. 8 upon the Subject. Tho? I have not 
the Honour to know the laſt; yet, if you in- 
cline to it, I ſhall leave it entirely to them, to 
determine what you and I ought to do in it. 

If I am not ſo happy as to be favoured with 
our Anſwer by ue next, the iſt of May, 
ſhall take it for granted, that I am not to have 

any from you. But I hope it will prove other« 
wiſe; and am, With great Reſpefi, &c. 
Jan CATHCART, 


' On the doch of laſt Month, Sir, I received at 
Forref s Coffee-Houſe, an anonymous Letter, 
dated two Days before, and directed to me, 
from Chelmsford}; which I conjecture came from 
you, as you was then at that Place on. your way 


to 1p/wich, as I have been fince told: which 1 is 


as follows; 
* Mr. John Cathcart, at ke Re 7 Me- 
3 Houſe, | 7 
SIR, Chelmeford, 28 25 174 


Wer publick Enquiries [are made} 
which for the publick Good are very 


much wanted, and hh publick - Calamities 
may ſoon render neceſſary, tho' they are fo very 
much out of the Mode at preſent, it will appear 
ul the Publick was burthened with the Ex- 

pence 


(13) 
pence of the Lynn Hoſpital Ship much longer 
than was neceſſary, and with Numbers of Tag. 
port Shis ©1155 5 

If the great Quantity of Brandy ſold by you 
to the Fleet, came out of other Ships than the 
Tranſports, you had great good Fortune in its 
not becoming a Prey to the Governour of Ja- 
maica, as the Property of the Crown that came 
out in the ſaid Fleet did, tho' it was recom- 
mended to his Protection by an Order of Coun- 
cil, founded upon the Opinion of the Attorney- 
General for the Legality of it, which was what 
you had not ta alledge in your favour. 

Had a perſonal Application been judged more 
decent than an epiſtolary one, it is apprehended, 
you would have been always ſure of a licit Re- 
ception and a candid Anſwer. 


To this Letter I returned the following 
Anſwer. | ALS OT» 


To the Honourable EDWARD VERNON 7 


SIR, | Frorreſ's Coffce-Houſe, 1 May, 1744 
T Efterday I received an anonymous Letter, 
Y dated 28 April, from Chelmsford, which, 
I preſume, from its Contents, came from you. 
If the Lynn Hoſpital Ship, or any other, was 
kept longer in Pay than was neceſſary, ſurely 
that Fault ought not to be imputed to me, be- 
cauſe the preventing of it was not in my power, 
The Brandies I ſold at Jamaica, for the Uſe 
of the Fleet, were all in one Ship, and ſo 
guarded by proper Clearances, and ſuch Diſpo- 
ſitions were made, that no Officer, or Magiſ- 
trate abroad, or at home, could either ſeize or 
condemn them legally. 5 
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My hearing you was ill of the Gout, when _ 
firſt wrote you, made me think, that writing 
would be leſs troubleſome than waiting on you 
in Perſon ; but now, as I hear you are better, 
xt you will be pleaſed to indulge me with. ſeeing 
you for the ſpace of half an Hour, at any time 
you think proper to fix, I now venture to aſſure. 

you, that in that time I ſhall convince you fully, 
that you have been groſsly impoſed upon as to 
my Conduct in the Expedition. And if you 
pleaſe, Mr. * of Jamaica, who did me the 
Honour to introduce me firſt to your Acquain- 
tance, and who has a fincere Eſteem for us both, 
will come with me. I hope for a favourable 
Anſwer ; and am, ith great Reſped, &c. 
| HS JohN CATHCART, 


i T ſhall now, Sir, lay before you the Proofs 
1 and Vouchers, which I can adduce to juſtify my 
3 own Conduct, and invalidate your groundleſs. 
1 Accuſations. ; 
1 The firſt Aceuſation you bring againſt me in 
Wo your ſaid Letter to General Yentworth, of the 
17 Auguſt, 1741, is, That you well knew I 
made uſe of his Majeſty's Tranſports for my 
own private Service; and that I had delivered 
from, or out of them, near 7000 J. worth of 
Brandy, which I ſold to the Agent Victuallers 
1 for the Fleet. Allow me, Sir, to obſerve, that 
this Aſſertion is very poſitive; for you do not 
| ſay, that you was told or informed, that this 
Fact ſtood ſo, but that you knew it well, or 
was certain of the Truth of it. Now I have. 
undertaken, in my firſt Letter to you, of the 
29th of March laſt, as above, to prove that 
what you have ſo poſitively aſſerted is abſolutely / 
falſe ; viz. That the 70001, worth of Brandy, 
if 3 | which 
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(rs? 
- which 1 ſold to the Agents, for the Uſe' of the 
Fleet, was not in whole, or in any part, des 
livered from or out of the Tranſports, or had 
ever been in any Tranſports, Storeſhips, or 
other Veſſel or Veſſels, in the Pay of the Go- 
vernment: And the Proof I bring for this is, 
Mr. CampbelPs Affidavit, as follows: 


AVID CAMPBEL L, Commiſlary of 
Stores of War and Proviſions in the late 
Expedition to the M̃ſt-Indies, under the Com- 
mand of the Honourable General Wentworth, 
being ſworn on the Holy Evangeliſts of Al- 
mighty God, ſaith, That he, this Deponent, 
knoweth, and doth very well remember, that 
being in Famaica in the Month of June, 1747, 
and having a Concern with ſome Merchants in 
London, and Jobn Cathcart, then Director of 
the Hoſpital in the ſaid Expedition, in a Cargo 
of Brandy then on board the Ship Brothers, A- 
lexauder Montgomery Maſter, lying in Port- 
Royal Harbour, he and the ſaid 70h Cathcart 
did, in the ſaid Month of June, ſell and deli- 
ver to Meſſ. Gray and Maynard, Agent Victu- 
allers for the Fleet, the ſaid Cargo of Brandy, 
at the Rate of 25. 64. Sterl. per Gal. And that in 
the ſaid Month of June, he, this Depanent, and 
the ſaid John Cathcart, did receive Payment for 
the ſame, Part in Money, and the Remainder, 
being 6389 J. 10s. 9d. Sterl. in a Bill of Exchange, 
drawn by the ſaid Meſſ. Gray and Maynard on 
the Commiſſioners of Victualling in London; 
which Bill was under-wrote and certified by Ad- 
miral Vernon before he failed from Jamaica on 
the Cuba Expedition. And this Deponent far- 
ther faith, That no Part of the ſaid Brandy, ſo 
- fold and delivered, had ever been in any Tranſ- 
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port or other Veſſel, in the Pay of the Governs 


ment; but that all of it was brought to Jamaica 
in the faid Ship Brothers; and that the Freight 
of it was paid to the ſaid Ship's Owner, Neil 
Buchanan, Merchant in London. And laſtly, 
this Deponent ſaith, That he perfectly knew, and 


was well * with all the ſaid Jobn Cath- 


cart*s Tranſactions during the whole time of the 
ſaid Expedition; and he very well knows, that 
the ſaid Jobn Cathcart fold no Cargo, or Parcel 
of Brandy, to the Agent Victuallers for the 
Fleet, except the above Cargo delivered out of 
the ſaid Ship Brothers, or any Brandy whatſo- 
ever, to any other Officers or private Men, in 
either Fleet or Army. And farther this Depo- 


nent faith not. 


Sworn at Guildhall, Lonun, DA vIůU CAMP BELL. 
10 May 1744, before me, . | I 
EDWARD GIBBON. 


This Mr. Campbell you knew during the Ex- 
pedition; and his Character ftands ſo fair with 
all who knew him, particularly with the Gen- 


tlemen that were in our Fleet and Army, that 1 
eſteem what he has faid concluſive : But if you 


do not think this ſufficient, I ſhall, for your 


farther Satisfaction, adduce other Affidavits to 


cCorroborate the Truth of his. ahi 


Four Infinuation to General J/2niworth, in 
your faid Letter of the 17 Auguſt, that my Soli- 
citouſneſs to have the Hoſpital Ship ' Lyn at 
Cuba, proceeded from my having Brandy in het 
to ſell to the Army, muſt appear to have no 
Foundation in Truth, when the following Af: 

fidavit is peruſed; vi. ö 0 


hs 
* 


Aiddliſer: 


— 4 


dg 92 i o 95 eilen 312 
Midler. 5 eee ene 
Rte e Cathcart, 1 108 Conner of 
the Hof ital Sh lip Lynn | in the late Expedi- 
tion to the lie e "Indies, under the Command of 
aa General 9 5 being 92 f 
0 worn on the Holy Evangelifts of A 5 God 
faith, That he this De nent was EE. of WY 
dig. command, the ſaid Ship Lynn, while and dur- 
ing allt : time ſhe was in the Government's Ser- 
vice as an Hoſpital Ship in the faid Expedition, | 
BIN. £m. May-1740, x March 1742: That he 
this nent had Tom his Mates from time to 
time, and kept an exact Account of all Proviſions, . 
Liquors, and Stores, that were during that tim 
ut on board the faid Ship Lynn,” expreſſing the 
ack, Number, and as near as could be known. 
the Contents. of each Parcel; And that Jan 
Cathcart,” Director of the Hoſp ftal i in the ſaid 
Expedition, never had on boar the ſaid Ship 
Dun, any Brag except two Caſks which were 
ſent 15 W at 1 — before we failed from 
Eng 22 An ich were for the uſe of and 
la t ws b | 
een Bonzur Carncanr, 
Dunn. 27 Ing) ELSE. IG 10y 2197 
Here ja Perfon yy ought to 3 really. , 
knows beſt, and who bears a. fair Character in the 
World, affirms on Oath, That while the Hoſpital 
Ship Lynn was in the Service, I had not a drop 
of Brandy in her, except the two Caſks mentioned 
in the Affidavit, and which I mentioned to you 
in wy firſt Letter of the 2 A March laſt, both which 
were 


((18/)) 
were expended long before you proceeded on the 
Cuba Expedition. 

Now, Sir, after having, put this Amir of the 
Brandy i in ſo clear a light, I hope. you.will not. 
allow your vile Informers to remain longer unpu- 
niſhed and unexpoſed ;, and that being convinced 
by. what I have. laid before vou, you will be ſo 
juſt as to declare my Innocence: f Surely it is in- 
cumbent upon you to.do both. 1 10p 

Tour next Accuſation in your Letter to Gebe 
ral Wentworth 19 Aug. 1741, is, that I deceived 
him by not repreſenting Matters truly to him; 
and you aſſure him, that none of your Officers 
911 detain at Jamaica or impede the Hoſpital 
Ship Lynn, from coming to join the Army at Cuba. 
I beg leave, Sir, to obſerve, that this Accuſation 
is of a more heinous: Nature than your firſt, as a 

ceiver and a Lyar is the moſt vile and deteſta- 
ble Character poſſible, eſpecially in Affairs of 
great Conſequence, which I eſteem this to be. 
In my Letters to the General of the 16 July, 
5 and 29 Auguſt 1741, which were all, the Letters, 
I wrote him from Jamaica while he was at Cuba, 
I tell him the Reverſe of all this, vis. That 
the Hoſpital Ship Lynn was actually detained 
and not ſuffered. to ſtir out of Port Royal Har- 
bour, by your Officer Commodore Davers, and, 
as he ſaid, by an expreſs Order from you. Whe- 
ther you or I have repreſented this Matter in a 
fair and true light to General Wentworth, will 
evidently! appear upon TIN of ci following 
_—_— * ... 19d; emo 
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To | TwomA AS. Davans Ef Commander i in 
Chbie, of” bs Load Ships in Jamaica. 


iy I R, 8 . Kingſton, PROPS 2 July, 170 
Had l to remain here ſome Days after 
the failing of the Fleet, to ſettle ſome 2 

relating to the Sick of the Army. 705 
The Hoſpital Ship Lynn,” "Robert e 
Maſter, in which I am to proceed, having loft 
moſt of her Men and her two Mates by Death 
and Deſertion, I wrote Mr. Wallace, Agent for 
the Tranſports, two Days before Admiral Vernon 
ſailed, to repreſent the Caſe of this Ship to him, 
that he might ſupply her with a proper Perſon 
to go Mate, and ten good Seamen, without which 
we could not venture to Sea. I gave Mr: Wallace 
this trouble, becauſe the Maſter of the Lynn was 
then ſick, and I could not poſſibly — on the 
Admiral myſelf but had no Anſwer: |» 15th 
As you are here Commander J e I beg 
leave to lay the State of this Ship before you, and 
to intreat the Aſſiſtance you may judge neceſſary 
for Her Safety. Shie is a Ship of 530 Tons, hired 
by the Government, and fitted up to lodge 100 
ſick or wounded Men, and to carty the Maſter- 
Surgeon, nine other Surgeons and Apothecaries; 
myſelf and Servants, and the Servants of the Hoſ- 
pital, together with all the Medicines, a few ex- 
cepted, and all the Surgical Inſtruments belong- 
ing to the Army. She has alſo on board all man- 
ner of Neceſſaries for the Sick, ſuch as Bedding, 
and Refreſnments, and for furniſning an Hoſpi- 
tal on ſhore. | Theſe were purchaſed by the Ga 
vernment at a great Expence, and it Joſt will 
throw the Army into great Difficulties, becauſe 
nen of the moſt neceſſary Articles cannot be gat 
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in America. We had when we left England our 
fyll-Compliment of Hands, which is forty two. 
and they are now reduced, to ſixteen, in which 
number only ſix, beſides the Maſter and Carpen- 
ter, can do the Duty of Seamen: We have got 
alſo eighteen Negroes from the General, — 
are Land- men and cannot £0 aloft'; therefo 
it is our Maſter's Opinion, that he cannot: 
with any fafety proceed without the Addition of 
ten good Hands, and a ſkilful ſober Perſon to 
aàſſiſt him as Mate, and ſucceed as Maſter, in caſe 
of his death. It conſiſts with my Knowledge, 
that our Maſter has taken the utmoſt Pains, and 
been at a great Expence to get Seamen here, but 
cannot procure any for ee I A * e 
ter, and one Caulke. 
Tou will therefore, Sir, bo leaſed to take this 
Matter i into Confideration, and as the Health and 
Welfare of the Army very much depend on the 
Safety of this Ship, you will — Aſſiſtance 
_ you judge proper to enable us to join thy we 
wrt "per as 2 wwe Tam, Sr. 


1897 Jose CATHCART, Direfor of 
GO - Hoſpital... 

. B. 1 achvered the a S 

Divers with my own Hand on the 3d of Fuly, 


and he promiſed to confider it, and give me an 
Anſwer if 1 would call the 5th, WERE 1 ai 


To Thomas Davrns Dh Se. 13 30 


n 


8 1 R, pre ph! * | Kingſon, — 6 July 1341 
[ N-my Memorial of the ſecond Inftant, I did 

| not by before you all the Steps I had taken to 
get the Hoſpital Ship Zynn manned, before the 

wat failed, thinking it more neceſſary —_— 
8 
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the purpoſe to inſorm you fully of the State the 
Ship was in with reſpect to Hands to navigate 
her, and of the Importance it was to his Majeſty's 
Service, to have her ſent with Safety and Expe- 
dition to the Army: But as you. was pleaſed to 
tell me laſt Night, that at your parting with the 
General and Admiral before they failed, neither. 
of them mentioned this Ship to you, tho? you 
aſſced the General particularly if he had any Com- 
mands; and therefore you thought there muſt 
have been a Neglect in not repreſenting the State 
of this Ship to them, otherwiſe you could not 
ſuppoſe that a Ship I repreſented ſq neceſſary to 
the Service, would have been forgot ar neglected i 
The following Fact. which I aver to be true in 
oy Particular, will put this 92 in a clear 
he. 15 1 4 
—— Time when 60 Fleet led, J told the 
General that the Hoſpital Ship could not proceed 
without at leaſt fourteen good Seamen from the 
Admiral: He deſired me to give in the Number 
wanted to Mr. Wallace, Agent for the Tranſ- 
ports, and that he, the General, would lay the 
State of that Ship, with ſome others in the like 
Condition, before the Admiral. I immediately 
went to Mr. Wallace, and did as dlaected ; and a 
7 Days afterwards, he told me that the State 
of the Hoſpital Ship Lynn, as to the wantiof 
foren Hands, with others in the lite Caſe, bad 
been laid before the Admiral, but he could not 
then tell me any thing wich Certainty of wliat 
he intended to order upon it. And antun. 
tion from Mr. Wallace induced me to write him 
the Letter I mentioned in my Memorial to you. 
I ſhall not, Sir, take up your imme: in gueſſing 
at the Reaſons why a Supply of Men for this 
Ship was not ordered; it might probably proceed 


from 
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from the. Hurry of Affairs that commonly attend 
a Departure: and this is the moſt favourable 
Conjecture I can make. But let this be as it will, 
I hope it will appear to all concerned that I have 
done my Duty, which is only to repreſent in a 
proper Manner what | is r and to wait Ge 
Event. hats 

Yeſterday, by Aden we got a ſallcieat 
Man to go Mate, ſo that only the ten good Sea- 
men mentioned in my Memorial to you are 
wanted, in order to enable her to proceed with 
Safety; which I intreat you will be pleaſed to fur- 
niſh/ her with, for the Reaſons laid before LAG in 
2 ene and in this. an, Ge. 15 oo 


3 e Jou errang. 


N. B. I. . The or was ſent and delivered 

6 July by Mr. Gray, Agent-Victualler for the 

Fleet, who promiſed to uſe his Intereſt with Me. 
Davers to procure the Men I wanted. * 
2. I did not receive an Anſwer e hows 
| Memorial until the 13 7aly; a moſt tedious while 
to confider of ſuch a ſimple plain Affair! When I 
had a Meſſage from Mr. Davers, that he wanted 
to ſpeak with me about the Lynn : and then he 
gave oy W ben. en enabſed ber to 
8 3. The Hoſpital Ship. Lou by that Night, 
13.7uly, unmoored, and would — ſailed next 
Morning for Cuba, with the Zort Man of War, 
but — Breeze detained both the Zorꝶ and her 
that Day and the next, 15 7aly, when the Strum- 
bolo Fireſhip, Captain Durell, arrived and brought 
me the 3 Letter Cw General? , 
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INH E General has ordered me to acquaint 
ou, that he is very much ſurprized at 
your 1 at Jamaica, after having the 18 
Negroes you deſired of him for navigating your 
Ship the Lynn, and deſires, that if ſhe is not ca- 
pable of proceeding hither, you would embark 


with the Surgeon, and Mates, and the Medicines 


that may be wanted'; as alſo. the above-men- 
tioned Negroes, on board the Fireſhip, which 
Admiral Vernon now ſends to Port-Royal for 
that purpoſe, I am, Sc. 71 
Chats alt 196514 s 

P. S. Mr. Cathcart, the Captain of the Lynn 
muſt be charged with the King's Stores on Board, 
which are to be forwarded as ſoon as practicable. 


To Mr. CarH ART, Director of theHoſpital 


for his Majeſty's Land- Forces on Board 


* 
* ; 1 a 9 * 4 
tbe Lynn. 
** 1 * , 2 
FP * * 


8 1 8. felt, in Pert · Reyal Harbour, 15 Fuly, 174. 
AIs the AdmiraPFs Orders, that you im- 
I mediately go on board the Strumbulo 

Fireſhip,, and carry with you the Surgeons and 
Medicines, c. for the Fleet: And Capt. Da- 
rell has Orders to receive you and them, your 
Ship being thought not proper to turn to Wind- 
ward, and the Surgeons and Medicines may be 


immediately wanted: For the Lynn is to remain 


in the Harbour, and I have ordered the Men, 


I put on board, to be removed into the Tori, 


and the Negroes into the Snow Providence; and 
as the Strumbolo is to ſail to- morrow Morning, 


I deſire you will have every thing on board of 
T6. 2 = 


her 
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you upon rg Wy. 7 am, &c. 


| Carpenters; which Report was 
Admiral; forte Weeks before he ſailed: and by 
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her this Night, that ſhe may not be hindered 


from going out. I have returned you the Ob- 
ligation for the Mens Wages, and the Lift of 
Negroes T ſent Mr. Wallace, who will — it 


"Tomas Daraus 
3 r 7 NENT IN 


"> 75 TroMas Daves Es: | er. 


in. * A PD July br 0 af Wight, 
OUR Letter of this'Date; this minute re- 
ceived, wherein you tay, that it is the Ad- 
tape Order, that the Hoſpital Ship Lynn ſhall 
remain in this Harbour, ſurprizes me very m ch, 
becauſe it differs ns Des from the General's Or- 


ders to me, t eing conditiona tonal only; VIZ. 


« If the fee a Sip Lym is not capable of 
<«. proceeding Sc. And the Ad- 
miral yam es to © oofitive- that ſhe ſhall remain 
here. She was declared fit to be continued in 
the Service, by the Report of a Survey taken of 
that Ship, at my Requeſt and by Admiral Ver- 
non's Order, by three of his Ma eſty's Maſter- 

laid before the 


the Addition of the eight Seamen you put on 


Board;: ſhe is well manned, has now her Boats 


and Pilot on board, lies unmoored, and the 
Maſter has my Order to fail in Company with 
us and the Hort to- morrow Morning. Therefore 


V. intreat you will reconſider this matter, order 


the eight Seamen again on board, and permit 
her to go if in any wiſe you find it eonfiſtent 


With what the Admiral writes you; for her be- f 
ing with the Army is abſolutely neceſſary, on 1 
account of the Refreſhments and Neceſſaries he 
has on board for the Sick and Wounded = And 


it 
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it is the Government's poſitive Order, that ſhe 
ſhall conſtantly attend the Army, for the Re- 
ception and Accommodation of both, _ 

Pray favour me with your Anſwer, as ſoon 
as you receive this, the Strumbolo being to ſail 
to-morrow at Break of day, that I may take my 
meaſures accordingly ; for if the Hoſpital Ship | 
does not proceed, it will be inconſiſtent, with my 
Duty to depart before I make farther Applica- 
tion, for procuring Liberty for her to go. 


Jam, Sc. ** 


 Jotn'Carncart. 


VN. B. I had not time to take a Copy of 
this Letter before it was ſent, but afterward put 
down the Subſtance of it as above in my Book. 


To Mr. CaTucarT, Director, &c. on 
| Board the Strumbolo. © -. 


SIR. Sn, in Port-Royol-Harbeur, 15 Fuiy 17416 
Thought I wrote you plain enough to be un- 
1 derftood, that it is the Admiral's poſitive 
Order, that you and your Surgeons, Medicines, 
Sc. remove into the Strumbolo, and proceed 
with her to the Fleet, and the Lynn not to ſtir 
out of this Harbour, and the General approves 
of it; ſo I am ſorry I cannot give you any 
hopes of going out in her, as you ſeem deſirous 
öden e 

. ' e Tromas DAVE xs. 


* 
* 
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Jo the Hon. General We NTWORTH, 


SIR, | | Port- Royal, Jamaica, 16 Fuly 1741. 
Etſterday Morning I had the Honour of 
Mr, Dad's Letter, by your Command, of 
the 13th Inftant. You may juſtly be ſurprized, 
that my Stay here has been ſo long, but it 
wholly proceeded from want of Seamen to na- 
vigate the Hoſpital Ship; for beſide the 18 Ne- 
groes you ordered for her, you will be pleaſed 
to remember, that I told you ſhe could not pro- 
ceed without a Supply of Seamen from Admiral 
Vernon; upon which you deſired me to give the 
Number wanted in to Mr. Vallace, and told me, 
that other Tranſports were alſo in want of 
Hands, and they ſhould be all aſked for toge- 
ther. This I did; and Mr. Wallace thereafter 
told me, that the Number our Ship wanted, 
with others, had been laid before the Admiral 
- two Days before the Admiral failed. I wrote 
Mr. Wallace, to know what Imightdepend upon, 
but received no Anſwer: And ſo ſoon as the 
Maſter of the Lynn told me, that the Admiral 
had put to Sea, and no Seamen had been or- 
dered for our Ship, I apply'd by Memorial of 
the 2d, and then by another of the 6th Inſtant, 
to Commodore Davers for ten good Seamen, but 
could receive no fatisfattory Anſwer before the 
13th Inſtant z when he ſent for me, and told me, 
that he would ſpare me eight good Men if that 
would do, and that Evening ſent them on 
board our Ship at Port-Royal, where all our 
Surgeons and I were attending, and the next 
Morning would have failed, but the Wind 
el contrary both to the 297k Man of War 
* 2 and 
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and us: It proved the ſame yeſterday, - when at 
ſeven in the Morning your above Letter came 
to my. hands ; upon Receipt of which the Sur- 
geons and I embarked in the Strumbolo, with all 
the Inſtruments, Bandages, and what Medicines . 
they thought proper to carry with them; and 
I ordered the Hoſpital Ship to fail with us with 
the reſt of the Medicines and Stores. This Diſ- 
poſition the Maſter-Surgeon, and I judged to 
be right, and perfectly agreeable to your Com- 
mands, ſeeing the Hoſpital Ship was then well. 
manned, and capable to proceed. But, to my 
great Surprize, at 10 that Night, on board the 
Strumbalo, I received a Letter from Mr. Davers, 
telling me, that it was the Admiral's Orders, 
that the Hoſpital Ship Lynn was to remain in this 
Harbour, The late Time of Night, the Diſ- 
tance I was then from him, being three Miles, 
and my Fatigue through the Day hindered me 

from waiting then on him; but I wrote him, 
and deſired him to reconſider the Affair, and let 
her go; but leſt he would not comply, I put on 
board the Sirumbolo, by the Maſter-Surgeon's 
Advice, a farther Supply of Medicines, and de- 
termined to ſtay behind, and get General Guiſe 
to interpoſe his Authority that ſhe might pro- 
ceed. 26 | 
This Day I waited on Mr. Davers, ſhowed | 
him your Letter to me, which is conditional, 
vix. If the Hoſpital Ship Lynn is not capable 
“ of proceeding hither, then, Cc.“ I told him, 
ſhe was capable of proceeding, as appears by a 
Report of a Survey taken by Admiral Vernon's 
Order, and laid before him ſome Weeks before 
he ſailed, and then aſked him, if he would per- 
mit her to go to join the Army, urging the 
Prejudice it might prove to the Army, if he 
"12 dͥletained 
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detained her here. To this he anſwered, in 
plain terms, Sir, I have the Admiral's poſi- 
ec tive Order to detatn her here, and not to let 
her proceed; adding: that Mr. Vernon had wrote 
„him, that you agreed to it, or approved of 
66. it.“ I told him there was a Myſtery or Miſ- 
take in the Affair, which I could not compre- 
hend, for he plainly faw you had wrote to 
me the direct contrary. _ 

I ſhall apply to General Guiſe for Directions, 
what Steps to take in this Conjuncture, and 
either proceed to the Army in the Depiford Man 
of War that is to ſail in few days, or wait here 
for farther Orders from you, as he ſhall judge 
moſt proper. 

/ have the Honour to I "IF 
Jons CATHCART, 


'T; o the Hon. Brig. Gunar Go 1sE. 


8 R. | Kingflon, Jamaica, 17 July 1741, 
N the 15th Inſtant, late at Night, Com- 
modore Davers informed me by Letter, 

that it was Admiral Vernon's Orders to him that 

the Hoſpital Ship Lynn ſhould. remain in this 

Harbour, and not proceed to join the Army. 

This only hindered her from failing Yeſterday 

Morning, having had all in readineſs _ my 

| Order for that purpoſe. 

Tou will cafily perceive the Prejudice the Ser- 
vice muſt ſuſtain by this Ship's Yang detained 
here, conſidering the great Supply of Neceflaries 
the has on board for the Sick 2 Wounded, 
together with all that is proper for compleatiy 
furniſhing an Hofpital on Shore, provided by 
he enen at a great Expence, and order d 

10 
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to be always with the Army, but now rendered 
uſeleſs by the above Detenſion. : 
As you are Commander in Chief here, it is 
my Duty to lay this Affair before you as above 
repreſented z and, if you agree with me in Opi- 
nion, to requeſt that you will be pleaſed to ſig- 
nify to Mr. Davers, the Neceſſity there is Br | 
the Army to have the above Neceſſaries and 
Stores, and the Hoſpital Ship to attend it; and 
that he will therefore permit her to depart. 
That you may fee diſtinctly what I have done 
in this Affair, I beg leave to lay before you for 
your Peruſal, my two Memorials to Mr. Davers, 
of the 2d and 6th Inſtant, General Wentrvortib's 
Letter to me of the 13th, with my Anſwer of 
the 16th Inſtant; together with two Letters from 
Mr. Davers, and one to him, all of the 15th 
Inftant. e nee 
Tian, with great Reſpect, Sc. 

e | JohN CATRHCART. 


To Thomas DAVERS Eſq; © 


. 8:4 Ry: * © Kingſton, Jamaica, 18 July 1741. 
You R Letter to me, of the 15th Inft. in An- 

ſwer to mine of the ſame Date, I received 
early the Day following, and have fince waited 
on General Gui/e, laid before him General Went. 
worth*'s Letter to me, relating to the. Hoſpital 
Ship Lynn, with my Anſwer thereto ; as alfo 
all the Inſtances I have made to you, that you 
might permit ſaid Ship to proceed to the Army: 
and I have ſhowed him, not only the Neceſſity 
of this, but alſo that it is the Government's po- 
fitive Command, upon the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Hoſpital, that the ſaid Ship ſhould always at- 
tend the ſame, to receive and accommodate the 
Sick and Wounded, Upon which he has wrote 
6 rods Tt you 
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you- the incloſed Letter, deſiring you will per- 
mit her to depart. . I humbly join with him in 
the fame Requeſt, for the above and former 
Reaſons given you; eſpecially becauſe when the 
Fleet was bound to Cartbagena, ſhe turned as 
faſt to Windward, as far as our Rendezvouz 
Donna Maria Bay, and from thence to Port. 
Louis, as others of the Tranſports did: And if 
you think fit to order a Survey upon her now, I 
know, from the Report of the former Survey, 
and the Repairs ſhe has had ſince, you will find 

her ſufficiently provided, and in a proper trim to 
turn to Windward. NT gd r 
I am ſorry for the trouble I have given you in 
this Affair; but now I have done with it; and if 
you continue determined to detain her here after 
this, and what General Guiſe has wrote you, be 
pleaſed to ſignify ſo much to me in two Lines, 
that the Blame, if any, may not lie upon me, 
but where it ought ; for now in the Hurricane- 
Seaſon, her Riſque is more here than at Sea, or 
in a Harbour to Windward ; and that you will 
allow me, and my Servant, and 18 Negroes, 
now in the Iynn, and belonging to the Army, 
to go in the Deptford Man of War to join it. 


Jam, &c. 
Joan CA THCART. 


Extract from my Fournal 18 and 19 July, 
a 1741. 1 
Saturday, 18 July, 1741. This Day, in the 
Afternoon, I delivered Mr. Davers my Let- 
ter of this Date on board the Safolt, in the 
Narrows : As to the Hoſpital Ship Lyun, he 
told me, he would not let her go till he had 
Orders for it from the Admiral; and this he 
would let Brigadier Guiſe know by a _ 
| 8 
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As to the 18 Negroes, he ſaid, they might have 


gone in the Strumbolo, or by the Snow Provi- 
_ dence, and that he would not let them go in the 
Deptford, until General Guiſe deſired it. As to 

my going in the Deptford, he ſaid, her Com- 


mander, Capt. Moſteyn, might carry me or not, 


as he pleaſed; but that he would not give him 
any Orders about it.. To which I anſwered, 
That I could not part with the 18 Negros, who 
were appointed to help to navigate the Hoſpital 
Ship Lynn, until he had poſitively refuſed to let 
faid Ship go againſt the expreſs Deſire of the 
Commander in Chief, here ſignified to him in 
the Letter I had now delivered him. I then 
aſked. him, when the Deptford would fail? He 
told me early on Monday the 20th Inſtant. From 
the Suffolk 1 went about 3 Miles farther on board 
the Deptford, told Capt. Moſteyn what the Com- 
modore ſaid about my going in his Ship, and 
aſked him, if he would allow me a Paſſage with 
him? He told me, he was, juſt come from the 
Commodore; that he was ſorry he ſhould refuſe 
any Gentleman ſo ſmall a Favour ; but as things 


ſtood, he could not allow me to go without an 


Order from him in writing. I then aſked him 
when he would fail? He ſmiled, and ſaid, as 
ſoon as he could. From thence I made what 
haſte I could to Kingſton, and ſent an Expreſs to 
General Guiſe, telling him the Anſwerl received 
from Mr, Davers as above, and deſiring he 
would ſign and return me the following Letter 
to Mr. Davers, that I might embark myſelf and 
the Negroes the next Day, being Sunday, on 


board the Deprford, ſhe being to fail early on 


Monday. 
ro e 


r od tte SITS 


804. 


(42) 


8 1 R. | ti | ume, 18 Fab, 1741+ 
TR. Cathcart, by whom I ſent you my 
Letter of this Date, defiring you would 
mit the Hoſpital Ship Lynn to go to join the 


* 75 . Davszs, on A the Suffolk, 


rmy, brings me for. Anſwer, that you cannot 


do it, having poſitive Orders from Admiral Ver- 


non, to keep her here. As this is the Caſe, 1 


deſire you all allow Mr. Cathcart and his Ser- 


vant, as alſo;cighteen Negroes now in the faid 


Ship Jynn, to go in the Deptford Man of War, 
that they may join it as ſoon as poſſible; becauſe 


as Mr: Cathcart can do no more here, his Atten- 


dance there may be neceſſary; therefore, be 
pleaſed to ſend him by the Bearer, an Order to 
Captain Mgfteyn to receive him, his Wyant, and 


| _ En. hag We | 


N 9 F eee | 


2 19 July, 1741, "This | * being 


ſigned and returned to me, I ſent early this Morn- 


ing to Mr. Davers on board the Suffolk, by gar. 
Campbell, an Officer in Col. Cochran's Regiment; 


trary to Expectation, the Depi ford had failed that 


Morning, Captain Maſteyn having deſired it tage 


in Anſwer to which he brought a Letter from Mr. 
:Davers to Btigadier Guiſe, telling him that con- 


2 before, to prevent his Seamen from deſert- 


: But he told Mr. Campbell, by word of 


Mouth, that had ſhe ſtaid, it was dab 1 
ſhould have go: in Ws 2 


9 g ; 
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* 


Je the (Honourable Brigadier- General 
5 Nl 


oy 
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IR. Fun, Famaico, 5 Ag. 174. 


Beg leave to refer you to my Letter of the 
IIS I endeavoured: to get a Paſſage, as 
therein mentioned, in the Deptford Capt. MAaſteyn, 
in order to attend my Duty in the Army, ſeeing 
Commodore Davers would not, at the Deſire of 
Brigadier Guiſe, permit the Hoſpital Ship Iynn 
to depart; but to my great Surptize, Msi Davers : 
refuſed me an Order in Writing for Capt. Moſ. 
teyn to receive me, and without it the Captain 
told me I could not go. This Lam told is the 
only Iaſtance in this or any former Expedition, 
of refuſing a Perſon who bears his Majeſty's 
Commiſſion, a Paſſage for a feœẽ Leagues in one 
eh 4 toro anognpineratett 

After this, Brigadier Guz/e ordered me a Paſſage 
in the Ship Forward, one of your Tranſports, 
that is to carry Wine for the Uſe of the Men of 
War in Cumberland Harbour; but upon Receipt | 
of your Letter to hiq dated 31 July, he ſent me 
with a Letter to Mr. Davers, who has a Depu- 
tation from Mr. Wallace to officiate as Agent of 
Tranſports for him here, telling him that he 
| thought it neceſſary that the Stores in the Hoſ- 
pitahShip Lynn ſhould be ſent to the Army as 
ſoon as poſlible, and therefore defired they might 
be put on board the Humphry Tranſport, and 
that ſne may proceed with them: This I thought 
exceeding right, that as he would not permit the 
Hoſpital Ship Lynn to go, the Stores ſhould be 
forwarded, and ſhe either uſed here as an Infir- 
mary Ship, or diſcharged : In anſwer to this 
| Letter he wrote to the Brigadier, but as he 

= OM E thought, 


0 


ders * er en taam tuts with Care. 


(6340 
thought, not much to the Purpoſe; viz. That 


| ſhe could not be got ready to ſail: with the Ships 


that go To- morrow. This the Brigadier very 
well knew, and did not expect or think ſhe 
could: And to me, he ſaid, That he thought 
another Tranſport would be as proper as the 
Humphry, ' becauſe ſhe wanted ſixteen Men of her 
Complement. - Whether he will conſent to this 
reaſonable Propoſal, is yet uncertain; but if he 
do not, Lcannot ſee how he can account for tak - 


ing one of the Army's Tranſports to carry Wine 


for the Fleet. and not permit another of them at 
the ſpecial Deſire of the Commander in Chief 
here, to carry what is equally or more neceſſary 
for the 1 Tue Stores for the Sick and 


| Wounded. AA 1. 7 


- Be this. as it will, as L find Mr. Guiſe leaves this. 


Affair wholly-to Mr. Davers, and does not think 


it convenient to exert the Power he has as Com- 
mander in Chief here relating to it; and as I 
cannot carry it farther either by ſpeaking or wri-: 
ting, I ſhall proceed as the Brigadier has directed 


in the Ship — to the Army, and leave Or- 


ders with Mr. Campbell the Commiſſary, to take 
care of the Stores in the Hoſpital Ship until your 
farther Orders come relating to them, which e 


** 
* 


bias. Honur 10 be, . * 


5 v 444 . 4 


Art an | Jean Camncan N 


hol + x# ; % „* q 5 . * 
“) E „ 44), . ww * „ 65 & 4 8 44 P45 7 & | 


(3s) 


To the Honourable Admiral VERNON in 
Cumberland Harbour ; or in bis Abſence, 
Sir CHALONER ORT. 


STIR, unn, Jamaica, 29 Aug. 2741. 
Eſterday Captain Davers ſent for me, and 
told me, That he had now your leave to let 
the Hoſpital Ship Lynn go to join the Fleet, but 
that he would not aſſiſt her with any Men. I an- 
ſwered, that the ſame Reaſons ſubſiſted as he had 
ſix Weeks ago, when he gave her what Men ſne 
wanted : but he ſeems poſitive, and I believe will 
not give her any Aſſiſtance until you order it. As 
it is but twelve Men that ſhe wants, and that 
only until ſhe get to Cumberland Harbour, or 
where the Fleet may be, I beg you may be 
pleaſed to give him Orders to ſupply her with ſo 
many, for it is not at this time in the Power of 
any Man to get Seamen here to go in the Tranſ- 
port Service. I beg leave to add my ſincere 
Wiſhes for your Succeſs, and that I am with great 
Reſpect, c. 1 l 0540) 
oak | | Joun CATHCART. 


To the Honourable Brigadier- General 
BEER. Ayes 


St BR, Kingflon, Famaica, 29 Aug. 1741 
N the laſt Letter I had the Honour to write you 
5th Inſtant, I told you that if Captain Davers 
would not comply with Brigadier Guiſe's Deſire 
of ſending the Hoſpital Stores in one] of the 
Army's Tranſports, I intended to proceed to 
the Army in the Ship Forward, and leave ſaid 
Stores under the Care of Mr. Campbell the Com- 
miſſary. Said Ship * tho? near loaded 

2 this 
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this Week paſt is ſtill here, nor has Mr. Davers 
eomplied with the Brigadier's Defire z but Yef- 
terday he ſent for me, and told me, That the 
Admiral had given him leave to let the Hoſpital 
Ship Lynn proceed to join the Fleet ; but that 
he, Captain D#vers, would not aſſiſt her with 
any: Seamen, not ſo much as a Boy. I then again 
propoſed his ſending the Stores by one of our 
own- Tranſports, as General Gui/e had formerly 
requeſted, and that he would, if he had Power 
ſo to do, diſcharge the Hoſpital Ship Zynn to 
_ eaſe the Government of a great Expence, being 
now rendered uſeleſs for want of Hands. As to 
the firſt, his Anſwer was, he would not; and as 
to the laſt, he defired me to tell the Maſter of the 
Lynn, that he would diſcharge his Ship from the 
Service if in ten Days ſhe was not ſufficiently 
manned. I believe it will be impoſſible for him 
to find Seamen, and as impoſſible for any Perſon 
to get Warehouſe-room here for the Stores ; and 
therefore I have wrote to Admiral Vernon, and in 
his Abſence to Sir Chalancr Ogle, requeſting an 
Order for twelve Seamen, Duplicate of which 
Letter I ſend you herewith, that you may be 
pleaſed to add what you think proper, to prevent 
the great Inconveniency of landing the Hoſpital 
Stores here, where they will ſpoil and decay, 
and not anſwer the End intended by the Go- 
yernment. I am with great Reſpet?, We. 


Jonx CATHCART. 
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Extract of a Letter to the Honourable Sir 
WILLIAM YONGE, Secretary at War, 
dated Jamaica, 5 Sept. 1741. 


H E Hoſpital Ship Lynn, with all the Bed - 
ding, Neceſſaries and Stores for the Sick, is 
ſtill detained here, firſt by Admiral Vernon's Order, 
and now that being recalled by the Condu&t of 
his Subſtitute here Commodore Davers, who will 
not ſupply her with a few Hands to help to na- 
vigate her to Cumberland Harbour only; and 
the laſt I have even been refuſed ſo ſmall a Fa- 
vour as my Paſſage to the Army in one of his 
Majeſty's Ships: If ever they are required to ju- 
ſtify this Conduct of detaining this Ship and me 
from the Army ſo long, which may be the Caſe, 
they will find it very difficult, if not altogether 
impoſſible. It will not avail them to ſay, That 
no Damage has enſued, becauſe the Army has 
been in good Health and did not want Neceſſa- 
ries for Sick ; for the contrary might have hap- 
pened. However, that no Blame may lie at my 
oor, I beg leave to ſend you herewith Copies 
of all my Proceedings in this Affair, that if wanted 
Recourſe may be had to them, eſpecially to vin- 
dicate my own Conduct therein, which to the 
beſt of my Judgement has been for the Good of 
the Service. | EY e 


Jonx CArHCART. 


I ſhall not, Sir, trouble you with more original 
Papers, what I have now ſent you being ſufficient 
to make plain and evident what I undertook to 
prove; and J ſhall wait a Week or ten Days for 
your Anſwer, which I hope will prevent my 

* | 1 pub- 
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bliſhing the foregoin and. ns * Pa rs 
185 ave | ane * ho 8 
n 14 am with þ great Reſpir Sir, 
7 our moſt obedient bumble Servant, 
N 2 bin old : Hu: CATHCART: 
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Narration of what has paſt betwixt Admi- 
"it Vernon and me, fince the Publication of that 
Pamphlet,” intitled, Original Papers relating to 
the Expedition to the [fland ef Cuba, wherein I 
am fo highly mjured ; and as he hath not 
thought fic to take the leaſt notice of what 'I 
have wrote to him on the Subject of ſome Let- 
ters publiſhed in the faid Pamphlet, notwith- 
ſanding my repeated and earneſt Requeſts to 
Him, and that I have waited for his Anſwers 
much beyond the time mentioned in the laſt Pa- 
ragraph of the foregoing Letter; I hope that no 
us prejudiced Perſon, nor indeed that = himſelf, 
will blame me for taking this Method of vindi- | 
cating myſelf to the Publick, with regard to an 
Affair that tends ſo very much to the utter Ruin 
of my Character and — in the World. I 
muſt therefore appeal to every impartial Reader, 
If, in the firſt place, I have not made it plain 
and evident, that Admiral Vernon's Accuſation 
of me, in relation to the Article of Brandy 
aboard his Majeſty's Tranſports, is abſolutely 
falſe and 4 : there having been no part 
of che ſaid Brandies in any Ship but the Bro- 
thers, freighted at private Charge; nor any, for 
Sale to the Army, on board the Hoſpital Ship 
Lynn, as the Admiral inſinuated to Cane! 
- aka 1 | 


2dly, 


\ 


(mu) 
| adly, That the Hoſpital Ship Lynn was actu- 
ally detained at Famaica, by an Officer of the 


Admiral, Capt. Davers, and that this Detention 
proceeded, as the faid Officer afferts in his two 


Letters to me of the 15 Jah, 1741, from an 
expreſs and poſitive Order from Admiral Vernon. 
Tis probable the Admiral might haus forgotten 
that he gave ſuch an Order t& Captain Davers; 
but it is no leſs probable that Captaus Davers put 


him in Mind of it in his Letter to him of the 


13 July, by Captain Durell; and ini others ſub⸗ 
ſequent to that, by telling him he hack eompliedl 
with his ſaid Otdet;, and had detained the Shipy 


This not an Officer of the meaneſb Capacity ſele 


dom or ever omits to do tothis Superior ʒ nor du 
ſuch an Omiſſion be even ſuppoſed in a Gentle. 


man of Captain Davers's Character, who perfect 


knows his Duty. Theſe Letters too front Capt. 
Dwvers, the Admiral muſt have had in his PO, 


ſeſſion on and befot᷑e the 17th of Auguſ ry for 


on that Day he wrote to General Nemartbis g 
and therefore I cannot account for 3 
the General in His Letter to him of the 19th dl 
* 4 Being deſirous to tranſmit our Teuer fe 
«as ſdon as I can, I diſpatch them ta you be 
% read all my Letters. But finding tut Para 
< Davers's er: 


relating to the Norway Merchant Tr 


. ſport, and the Lynn Hoſpital Ship, I have draw 4.4 
1e e eee 


t m for you, that you may g | 
% in the Affair that' you. think proper; ard I caniot/bus 
2 Captain Davers, tliat it would be proper ta daft 
«. charge them from the Service: for were the Lym Hoſpi- 


« tal Ship here, ſhe.cauld be of no Service to you, as.ſhe 


3 


« draws too much Water for getting Her into the River 


« Angus: So that ſhe muſt lie in the "Harbour! wirb us, 
« which I take to: bel at leaſt ſeren Leagues: from your 
« Camp, which would render her of no Service to you as 
« an Hoſpital Ship. And I take Mr. Car heart's Solicitouſneſs 
« about her to be in 23 our to other Merchandize on board, 


« that might not be ſo ſerviceable to the Army, „ 


*. 
E. 
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: 
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ſaid Month, that no Officer of his would have 
impeded or detained the Hoſpital Ship Lynn from 
- 2dly. That the Detetinon of the Hoſpital Ship 
Lynn was not falſely repreſented. by me to Gene- 
ral Mentwortb, as the Admiral tells him; but in 
a true, plain, and undeſigning Manner, well 
ſupported by Facts and good Authorities: and 
that my Endeayours to get the ſaid Ship and 
Stores for the Sick to Cuba, proceeded from the 

t Defire I had to do every thing in my Power, 
Dr. the Good of his Majeſty's Service, being 
ſuaded that both the Ship and Stores would 
Doi great Uſe to the Army; and not from any 
Solicitouſneſs I had on account of other Mer- 
chandize aboard, as the Admiral is pleaſed to 
| ad läh, I cannot help appealin to the 
Reader, if, from what has been laid before him, 
it does not like wiſe appear that the Admiral has 
at leaſt run into the Belief of ſome things, and 
has aſſerted ſome Facts, which never had any 
Exiſtence but in the Imagination, perhaps, of a 
ejudiced Informer, or in his own Miſappre- 
— * And that by ſuch aſſumed, ground leſs 
and way ward Opinions, he, in ſome Degree, ob- 
ſtructed this Branch of his Majeſty's Service in 
the ſaid Expedition; however much he might 
have imagined he had the Good of ſome others, 
at Heart. To make this yet more manifeſt, - I. 
ſhall take the Liberty to add from my Journal 
and other Letters, an exact Account how the 
ſaid Hoſpital Ship at laſt got from Jamaica to 
Cuba, and of what Ulſe ſhe and the Stores were 
to the Army when ſhe arrived there, |» / 
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Friday, is Ses. 154t.. 
FT\HIS Day General Guiſe told me, that he 
| had ordered Lieutenant Colonel Edmond- 
ftaun, Major Stewart, Captain Stewart, Lieut, 
Jobn Campbell, and Lieutenant Jobn . Ferguſong 
with forty Soldiers, to have their Paſſage in the 
Lym Hoſpital Ship to the Army in Cuba. I ſaid 
the Ship was ready to put to fea, but ſtill wanted 

eight of her Complement of Seamen; and I urged 
the Neceſſity of having this Ship fully manned, 
this being the height of the hurricane Seaſon, and 
ſne having on board the Stores for the Sick, kept 
here already too long, and the above Officers 
and Soldiers; and that as Commodore Davers 
had now in this Harbour above 2000 Seamen, he 
might poſſibly be induced from theſe Reaſons to 
ſpare eight of them to this Ship. General Gui/z 
immediately wrote him preſſingly upon this Head, 
and requeſted, that he would lend this Ship eight 
Men only, until ſhe joined the Fleet, and then 
to be returned to the Man of War they belonged 

Saturday, 19 Sept. 1741. This Day General 
Guiſe ſhe wed me Commodore Davers's Anſwer 
to his Letter of Yeſterday, in which he ſays, 
« As to the Jynn I can ſpare her no Men, and 
« if ſhe wants eight of her Complement, I be- 
e lieve ſhell not go this Trip? 
I told the Maſter of the Hoſpital Sbip of this 
flat Refuſal from Commodore Davers; and that 
the above Officers and Soldiers were order d to 
proceed in his Ship, amongſt which laſt ſome 
might be found that could help to work his Ship, 
upon a Promiſe of full Pay and other Encourage- 
ments. I told him — That his Ship and 


the 


(45) 
the other Tranſports were to fail ta Cuba under 
the Convoy of two Men of 'War, the Defiance 
and the Ludlow-Caftle, who would probably” 
fpare us ſome Seamen after we got out of the 


Harbour: Upon which, he and I reſolved to get 


things i in 1 n and to venture out with the 
** oi Þ | 


f 


et as Sept. 1941. This Day Col. Ed. 
mondſtoun,” with the other Officers and 100 Sol- 
diers, in place of 40, embarked in the Hoſpital 


Ship Lyn; which made the Safety of this Ship 


of ſo much the greater Conſequence to the Ser- 
vice by the Addition of 60 Soldiers, all in 
Health and fit for Duty. I therefore deſired her 


Maſter to go and repreſent this to Commodore 


Davers, and requeſt a Supply of eight or ten Sea- 
men, being informed that he had promiſed to aſſiſt 
the other Tranſports that were to fail with us, 
with what Seamen they wanted. But this Effort 
had no Effect, as the Maſter of the Lynn upon 
his Return told me, and that the Commodore's 

Anſwer was, Sir, you are not to depend upon 


or ene wy Aſſiſtance from me.“ 


KI FERN 28 Sept. 1741. The Maſter of the 
15 — being told that Commodore Davers had 
this Day ſent down Seamen to mann the Tranſ- 

ts, went on board the Defiance, Capt. Trevor, 
who had the diſtributing of them, to aſk if there 
were any for his Ship; and upon his Return, he 
told me, that Captain Trevor's Anſwer was, 
The Commodore has ſent down fifty Seamen 


eto mann the Tranſports, with a Lift of the Ships 
Names that are to be aſſiſted, but your Ship 


fis not in the Lift.” Colonel Edmondſtoun and 
Ae Stewart, upon hearing this, propoſed to 
write 

1 


WELD 
 writea Letter on this Subject to Mr, Davers z 


but when I told them the preſſing Inſtances that 
had been made to him on this Head by General 
Guiſe, myſelf and our Captain, and the Anſwers 
of the Commodore to us all, they thought it 
would have no Effect, and ſo dropt it. 


Extract of my Letter 29 Sept. 1741, to the 
Honourable Sir WILLIAM VoN GE Bart. 
Hecretary at Naar. 983 


NE chief Deſign of this, is to bring to 
1 your Hands the incloſed Abſtract from my 
Journal relating to the Hoſpital Ship Lynn, by 
which you will ſee the Treatment ſhe has met 
with ſince my laſt Letters to you of the 5th and 
12th Inſtant. 5 HE ok, : wed 

If it pleaſe God to ſend me.in Safety to the 
Army, -I ſhall keep you adviſed of any thing 
that may occur worthy of your Notice that re- 


lates to my Office in it, in compliance with the 


Orders you was pleaſed to give me at parting. 
In the mean time, I beg leave to obſerve, chart 


the Cauſe of the Detention of this Hoſpital Ship 
Lynn, and the Stores for the Sick for ſo many 


Months from it, be inquired into as it ought, and 
not paſſed over in Silence, Commanders will be 
more cautious in giving Orders, and more read 

to give Help in time of Need; which will have a 
very good Effect, and be of very great Benefit 
and Advantage to this and future Expeditions to 


theſe Parts ſo far from home. | 
N. B. We failed from Port. Royal in amaica 
29 Sept. and arrived at Cumberland Harbour in 
Cuba 11 OZ. 1741. During the Paſſage, out 
Ship the Iynn was never amongſt the laſt of our 
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Fleet, and the Convoy never ſpared Sail fot us 
in particular; which is a farther Proof of her be- 
ing neither ſo heavy or lee wardly as . 
to the General by Mr. Vernon. 


Extract from my Fournal from 1 2 Oct. 15 
Ik = 30 Nov. 1741. | 


Cabs, Monday 14 OF. 1741. 


A\HIS Morning in my way to the Camp, 
| Doctor Dalrymple, who was then attending 
ſome of the Sick in * Humber River, told me, 
That the Hoſpital Ship was come in good time; 
becauſe the Army began to be ſickly: That the 
| 3 Diftemper in it was the Flux, that the 

ick had no Beds to he upon, few Bedclothes to 
— them from the Damps and Cold of the 

— oe, which began to be very heavy and ſha 8 
and that they had no Refreſhments to take: 
deſired me to inform the General of all this as 
foon as I reached the Camp. This I did, adding 
that the Sick might now have what was wanted 
of Beds, Bedding and Refreſhments. The Ge- 
neral faid, He was glad they were come, and 
fired I might iſſue them from time to time as 
oQor Dalrymple ſhould direct, and that I ſhould 
fend him a particuhr Account of all the Stores 1 
brought with me. 

On the 2d of November, being on board the 


ee, Hoſpital Ship in Cumberland Harbour, I received 
Alte at Night, a Letter from Doctor Dalrymple 


in the Camp, telling me that the Sickneſs there 
Had increaſed very much, that the General had 
ordered eighty of the worſt to be ſent to the Ho- 
Wer N that it would be proper for me to 

23 Wait 


. e Ws is the e h cl Auguſta, 


( 43 | 
wait on him, to get a farther Supply of Negro 
— Nurſes, becauſe I needed not expect Ty 
white Nurſes could now be ſpared from the 


Camp. | 

On the 3d Inftant, I got to the Camp in the 
Evening, where the General told me, that he 
had ordered eighty of the Sick to be ſent on 


board the Hoſpital Ship with 10 Negroes to 


attend them; and that if any of the ten proved 
unfit to ſerve in the Hoſpital, they .ſhould be 
changed, and better ſent in their place. ' 

On the 8th Inſt. Doctor M. Kenzzje was ſent in 
our Long-boat to the Ships in the Humber that had 
Sick on board, to pick out of the worſt of them, 
as many as ſhe could carry, and ſhe brought 24. 
This Day Major Hamilton and Major Stewart 
were brought on board the Hoſpital Ship, and 
on the 10th'Inftant, Sir Robert Abercromby and 
Capt. McKnight, all dangerouſly ill. By thoſe 
.that brought the two laſt, we heard, that the 


Sickneſs in the Camp, and amongſt the Tranſs 


155 in the River, had increaſed ſo much, that 
ut few remained well to keep guard, and help 
to embark the Baggage and Artillery, Admi- 
ral Vernon ſent an Aſſiſtance of Men and Boats, 
and on the 1 5th Inſtant the Sick, Artillery and 
Baggage being embarked, the Camp was burnt, 
and the Remains of the Army, about 400, as I 
was told, including Officers of all Ranks, marched 
to their Tranſports down the River- ſide about 
8 Miles. In the Rear were 45 Officers accoutered 
as Soldiers, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mbitefoord, and about 3 Afternoon, they got to 
their Ships: About 40 fell fick on the March, 
and about 360 embarked in Health, I 
On getting the Sick on board the Hoſpital 


Ship, - moſt of her Officers and Seamen were 


ſeized 
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. ſeized with the Fever, ſo. that we could not ſend 
dur Long-boat to the River for more Sick. Qn 
the 16th, 17th, and 18th, moſt of the Lenne 


port Ships got out of the River into the Har- 
bour ; and on the 19th early, I told the General, 
that we had room in the Hoſpital for 30 more 
Sick, but that we could not mann our Boat to 
fetch them, or ſpare. a Surgeon to pick them, 
having now but two that were able to do Duty 
in the, Hoſpital. He told me they fhould; be 
ſent, and that Day his own Surgeon brought on 
board 26. "I. 

About this time the Sickneſs became very mor- 


; tal. for on the 2 1ſt Inſtant, I ſent the General a 


Return of the Sick in the, Hoſpital Ship. from 


dhe 4th Inſtant, by which it appeared, that we 


had taken in 115 Patients, of which. 56 "gs 
and 59 remained under Cure; ſo this Day .w 
had room for 41 Patients more, Wr I defined 
might be ſent. 

On the 25th and 26th Inſtant, we took i in. our 
full Compliment of Sick, and on the 27th, in 
ſailing out of the Harbour, being weak ly manned, 


and not able to manage our Sails, our Ship ran 


aground. The Admiral ſent us Aſſiſtance of 
Men and Boats, which enabled us to get off, 
and the next day we failed for Jamaica; where 
on the 3oth Inſtant at Noon, we arri ved ſafe; 
and when the Hoſpital Ship left Cumberland 
Harbour, we had the following ſick Officers in 
her great Cabbin and Gun- room, vi. Major 
Stewart, Sir Robert Abercromby, Capt. (now 
Major) Wentworth, Mr. Pitt, Aſſiſtant to the 
Deputy Pay- Maſter- General, Lieutenants Stew- 
art, Dalrymple and Campbell: Major Hamil- 
ton of: Harriſon's, and Lieutenant Swiney. of 
IE went to their Tranſports, being pretty 


(4), 


well recovered, to make room Fr two of the 
above. | 


The Na from what 155 been pier laid Ba 
fore him, muſt now plainly ſee of what great 
Uſe and Service the! oſpital Ship Lynn and the 
Stores were to the Army, after ſhe arrived at 
Cuba, how neceſſary it was for me to preſs for 


her Departure, and how rightly General Went- 
worth judged in not ordering her to be diſcharged 
at Jamaica, as adviſed by Admiral Vernon in his 


above - cited Letter to him, pag. 39, of the 17th | 


Auguſt, 1741. I ſhall only further add a Letter 
from me to Sir William Yonge, of the 12th of 


December 1741. in order to ſhew what my Sen- 
timents then were as to theſe Matters; with which 
I ſhall conclude, and leave the whole to the 
Conſideration of the Publick. | 


To the Honourable Sir WiLLIAM Yoxce | 


Bart. Secretary at War. 


8 IR. | 9 95 Me ven Mb cata 
1 DID myſelf the Honour to write you fully by 


this Conveyance the Dunkirk Man of War”: Y 


this being intended to remedy one great Incon- 


veniency attending the Army's 1 Ship 1 in 
theſe Parts where we now are. 


The Hoſpital Ships, that attend he Ships of | 


War here, are his Majeſty's Property, and there- 
fore are ſupplied from his Stores, and by the 
Commanders of his Ships with all Neceſſaries anda 
ſufficient Number of Officers and Seamen to na- 
vigate them with ſafety, ſo that they are never 
left behind when it is judged neceſſary that they 


thould Lena the Fleet. The Hſpital Ship 


ap- 
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inted to attend the Land Forces muſt hs : 
allowed to be equally neceſſary, and of Uſe and 
Service to them ; but as ſhe is a hired Ship, and 
not belonging to the Government, the is not in- 
titled to theſe Ad vantages: on the contrary, ever 
fince ſhe came under the power of Admiral Ver- 
non, ſhe has been exceedingly ill-uſed ; ſome 
Proofs of which I beg e to lay before ou in 
the following Facts. 


At Jamaica, in the Month of ra laſt, 
her Carpenter, a neceſſary Officer, and two of 
her Sailors were preſſed on board his Squadron: 
No. Solicitations could recover them either be- 
fore we left Jamaica, or in February following, 
when in 1riſÞ Bay, in Hiſpaniala; and in March 
before we entered Caribagena Harbour, when 
we had none to caulk our Decks to keep the Sick 
and ourſelves dry, I ſolicited him for this Offi- 
cer, but did not ſucceed. At laſt, when in the 
Jrmoit Diſtreſs, two Days before we left Car- 
thagena Harbour, in the latter End of April,, I 
repreſented to him by Letter the pitiful Condi- 
tion we were then in, for want of the ſaid Officer 
and two Seamen; adding, what the Conſe- 
quence might. probably be, if they were not re- 
turned to us. This had the defired Effect, and 
next Morning they were ſent back after a Deten- 
tion of near four Months. 


After our "HE ** 8 to en 
in 1 * laſt, I petitioned Commodore Leftock, 
appointed to grant Surveys, for one on the Ho- 

ſpital Ship, and the Report of ſaid Survey was, 
25 ſhe was fit to be kept in the Service, if her 
Rudder and ſome other * were * 


(499)) - 
Het - Maſter applied to Admiral Vernon for a 


Piece of Timber from the King's Yard to mend 
the Rudder. His Anſwer was, You fhall have 
none. And by meer Accident a Piece was found 


iſe re . | | 


x In the FAT Month of Fane, ſoche eine before 
the Fleet failed from Famaica to Cuba, General 


Wentworth ſent Admiral Vernon a Repreſenta- 


tion in writing of ſuch Tranſports as could not 
proceed for want of Seamen, and the Number 
each Ship wanted; and amongſt others, that the 
Hoſpital Ship Lynn wanted fourteen. The other 


Tranſports got help, and did proceed: But the 
 Hofpital: Ship got none, till after a painful Soli- 
citation of 11 Days after the Fleet failed, Com- 
modore Davers gave her the Seamen ſlie wanted. 
Fwo days thereafter, being the 15th of July 
laſt, when ſhe would have ſailed under the Con- 


voy. of the 7ork Man of War to join the Army 
at Cuba; he reeallec the Seamen he had given, 
and wrote me, that by Admiral Vernon's poſitive 


Order, ſhe was to remain in Port, nor would he 
permit her to ſail. Under this Embargo, or ar- 
bitrary Detention, ſhe continued to the latter End 


0 


Er Pe. 
AAA 2 


for two Days, for ſuch a Piece of Timber as we 


wanted; the Maſter of the Lynn brought me 
word, that he bad found: a Piece proper for the 


e in Parcel of Mabogany, which Mr. Wood. 


coek, Merchant in Kingſton, was then ſhipping 
for England: This Gentleman, upon hearing our 


Caſe, generouſly ſpared it to us. 


* After ſearching Kingſton and Port- Royal 
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of Auguſt following, and then the Commodore 
told me, that the Admiral did allow her to de- 
part; but that he, Mr. Davers, was determined 
not to ſpare. her one Seaman. And he kept his 
Word ſtrictly: For on the 28th of September fol- 
lowing, he aſſiſted the other Tranſports that 
were to fail the next Day with us, with fifty 
Seamen, and would not give the Haſpital Ship 
ons. 4 BE iN 


- Laſt Month, November, when the Hoſpital 
Ship was coming out of Cumberland Harbour in 
Cube, having no Seamen to manage her Sails, ſhe 
run aground. The Admiral ſeeing our Diſtreſs, 
ſent about 120 Seamen under the Command of 
three Lieutenants, Lord Thomas Bertie, Mr. 
Leſley, and his own. After about twelve Hours. 
of hard Labour, they got her off, ſaw the weak 
* Condition we were in (having but five white 

, . VVV 5 Men 


Many of our Tranſports on leauing Cumber- 
land Harbour, were in as weak à Condition as 
de, as twill appear by the following melancholy In- 
ftance, takeu from my Journal ;, Kingſton, Ja- 
maica, 5 December, 1741. This Day came 
an Account of the Loſs of one of our Tranſ- 
t ports, the Elizabeth Pink, a fine Ship. She 
«<< was miſling ſeven Days after thoſe who ſailed 
with her from Cumberland Harbour, arrived * 
66 here; but one of her Paſſengers, Lieutenant 
„ Stwzney, is now come, and gives the follow- - 
ing Particulars of her Loſs. He fays, that 
* when ſhe left the Harbour the 26th of laſt 
fs Month, ſhe was ſo weakly manned, that they 
ff could not ſtow an Anchor that hung at her 

| Bow, 


e 


(57) 


Men capable of doing Duty on board, viz. the 


Maſter, Second Mate, Carpenter, and two Sea- 


men, 


2 n — 


4 Bow, that they neglected to cut it away, any 
<* that had ſkill in theſe Matters being ſick and 
* below Deck yz and that before next Morning 
«© with the Ship's working, it had made a Hole 
ein her, when they found the Water up to her 
lower Deck, and her Pumps choaked : They had 
all juſt Time enough to get into the Long-boat 
(being thirty-two in Number) before ſhe ſunk, 
e except two that were left in the Ship below: 
„Deck, the Boatſwain and another, who had 
* not Strength to crawl up. They had not time 
ce to get any Sails, Water or Proviſions, or to ſave 
«any thing of Value, having nothing with them 
cc but three or four Oars, and were from Friday 
« Morning till Saturday Evening before they 
* got to the eaſt End of Jamaica; where they 


<« got aſhore to Mr. Hamilton's Plantation, and 


ce there are taken Care of till they get Strength 


* to come here. The Maſter of the Ship died 
« ſoon after he landed. There were ſeven Offi- 


* cers in this Ship, viz. Capt. Ki/legrew, Capt. 


© Robert Pointz, Lieut. Swiney, Lieut. Ferguſon, 


“ and three more whoſe Names I forget, who 


i 


nin Money belonging to Sir Robert, and ſome 
« Plate that belonged to our late General, Lord 
« Cathcart.” . 88 


G 2 


« have loſt all their Clothes and Baggage. 
te Killegrew, we hear, has loſt all his own and 
ec his Company's Money, about 400 J. Sterling; 
% Col. Whitefoord, Sir Robert Abercromby, and 
« Sir Patrick Murray had in her, and have loft, ' 
<< all their Clothes and Equipages, beſides 100 /. - 
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men, with 'eighteen Negroes, two of which only 
could go aloft) and promiſed to repart it. to the 
Admiral, and no doubt did ; but he ſpared us no 
Seamen for our Voyage to Jamaica: for the 
above Gentlemen with all their People left us 
about a Mile without the Harbour, after they 
kad ſet our Sails and ſtowed our Anchors and 
Boats. Lord Themas, at parting with many va- 
luable Officers we had then fick on board, ſaid, 
he feared we ſhould not get ſafe to Jamaica, if 
the Wind ſhifted or over-blowed, and there- 
fore gave our Maſter his beſt Advice how to 
manage. | e 


If it ſnould be aſked, Why this willful Neglect 
of the Safety of a Ship ſo neceſſary to the Ser- 
vice, or why ſo long detained from the Army 
contrary. to the Intention and expreſs Order of 
the Government? I think no ſatisfactory An- 
ſwer could be given. However, to prevent for 


the future the like unheard- of Conduct, and that 


the Army, as well as the Fleet, may have a cer- 
tain Dependance on their Hoſpital Ship's being 
always with it; I humbly think there is no bet - 
ter Way than to get an Order or Warrant from 
the Lords of the Admiralty, directed to the Com- 
manders of his Majeſty's Ships in the eſt Indies, 
and all concerned, to aid and aſſiſt the Hoſpitab 
Ship for the Land-Forces at all times and in all 
Places; in the ſame Manner and with the ſame- 
Care and Punctuality as if ſhe did really belong 
to the Navy, and was a King's Ship. I preſume te- 
ſend you herewith a Draught of ſuch a Warrant, 
which I think will anſwer the End; and the get- 
ting it effected in the Manner you may judge 
moſt proper, I think will be attended with no 
| | Difficuley 3. 


7 (3) 
Difficulty ; ſeeing the Good of the Service and 
paſt Conduct neceſſarily require it. Only I muft 
_ requeſt, that tho' the Form of the Draught of 

the Warrant I ſend you be altered, yet you will 
preſerve the whole Subſtance of it, and get it, if 
you think proper, made yet ſtronger, becauſe no- 
thing but what is poſitive and expreſs, will at 
ſome Times and in ſome Places operate as it 
As I have always found you willing and defi- 
rous to do every thing cheerfully for the Good of 
his Majeſty's Service, I ſhall make no Apology 
for the Trouble I now give you; having — 14 
Honour to be, with great Reſpect, ec. 14 
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lle Right Honourable, the Lords, St. 


[7 HEREAS the Health and Well-being 
of his Majeſty's Land-Forces in the pre- 
ſent Expedition to the Meſt Indies very much 
depend upon. the Safety and Preſervation of the 
Hoſpital Ship appointed to attend them in all 
Expeditions, You are hereby directed and re- 
quired upon Sight hereof, and at the Requeſt of 
Fobn Cathcart, Director of the Hoſpital in the 
faid Expedition; or the Director for the Time 
being, and the Maſter of the ſaid Ship, to ſend 
two or more proper Officers on board of her, to 
the end that you may be particularly informed 
of her State and Condition, as to her Hull, Maſts, 
Yards, Sails, Rigging, Ground- Tackle, Officers 
and Seamen; all which your Officers are to re- 
port to you faithfully and particularly, in Writing 
under their Hands, declaring that they are ready 
to make Oath to the Truth of the ſaid Report, 
when required: And what Aſſiſtance ſne wants, and 
what Supplies ſhe ſtands in need of, you are to 
afford her to the utmoſt of your Power, in the 
ſame Manner, and with the ſame Punctuality and 
Care, as if ſne was not a hired Ship, but one 
really belonging to his Majeſty's Navy. More 
eſpecially, if ſhe want any Carpenter's Work, 
caulking or carcening, you are to order good and 
ſpeedy Aſſiſtance, and Materials of all Kinds you 
can poſſibly ſpare, to have her timeouſly and 
well fitted to attend the Army in any Expedition s | 

1 an 


(5s) 
and to furniſh her with all Stores ſhe may want, 
and you can ſpare. Laſtly, if any of her Comple- 
ment of Officers or Seamen are wanting, either by 
Death, Deſertion, or Sickneſs, you are to ſupply 
her with good Men in their Stead, fo that ſhemay 
be enabled to proceed with Safety ; taking Care 
that the Mafter of ſaid Ship be obliged to allow 
and pay them as high Wages as the Law intitles 


Seamen to in the Merchant Service; as alſo that 


the faid Maſter give obligatory Receipts for any 


Stores you may ſupply him with, which are to 


be tranſmitted to the Commiſſioners of his Ma- 

jeſty's Navy; that the Value of ſaid Stores may 
be ſtopt and deducted by them out of the faid 

| Ship's Freight. For all which, this ſhall be 
your Warrant, Given, Se. 


| To all Conmanders of his Majeſty's 
Ships of War in the Weſt Indies, 
and to whom it may concern. 
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